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We are in the eighth year of publishing our monthly newsletter with updates on great fly fishing venues, trip 
reports and insights for our traveling fly fishers.  We want to help you match the right location with your fly 
fishing goals and objectives and properly prepare you to fully enjoy the experience.  We’ve been to most 
locations and pride ourselves on our ability to research new destinations.   Whatever unbiased information on 
timing and locations we can provide comes at the same cost to you as booking direct – i.e., NO EXTRA COST. 
 
ARGENTINA ADVENTURE – TIP TO TIP, PART TWO 
 
Part One of this report on the exploration of the fishing diversity of Argentina began in last month’s newsletter.  
In our overall report, including last month and continuing in during next few months, we will be discussing: 
 Jurassic Lake (aka, Lago Strobel) and the Barrancoso River and it’s giant rainbow trout fishery (below, left) 
 The traditional trout fishing (below center, stalking and sight fishing on the Chimihuin River) in the central 

part of the western part of the country, just east of the crest of the Andes 
 Tierra del Fuego and it’s famous sea run browns (below, right) 
 The Golden Dorado fisheries in the tropical, northern part of the country 
 

     
 
Last month, the detailed report was on Jurassic Lake; this month’s detailed photo essay report is on the Golden 
Dorado of the Parana River in the north.  That Golden Dorado report begins below with a link provided in the 
article to a complete report for those who would like more details. 
 

 GOLDEN DORADO, CORRIENTES PROVINCE, ARGENTINA  
 

The Golden Dorado is an aggressive, aerobatic, toothy, attacking predator that is a great fly rod 
adversary…….and, with its golden hues, it is a spectacularly beautiful finned creature.  They are a tropical fresh 
water fish found in a narrow latitudinal band that covers northern Argentina and parts of the neighboring 
countries of Uruguay and Bolivia.  The Bolivia fishery has a season of June through September and for the sake 
of our timing, didn’t fit into our South American itinerary.  Our focus was in finding a Golden Dorado fishery in 
northern Argentina with a “prime time” that would fit in with the timing of the other aspects of our Argentina trip 
(those other aspects included the giant rainbows of Jurassic Lake, Patagonia trout on the eastern side of the 
Andes, and the sea run browns of Tierra del Fuego). 
 

http://www.flyfishingadventures.org/Newsletter/index.html


 
Below l to r:  Rich Hosley with large golden, Frank Jackson with a Paku, and Jeff Reinke with a trophy golden. 
 

       
 
The northern province of Corrientes contains Argentina’s top Golden Dorado destinations.  A long time favorite 
of many anglers is Pira Lodge, located a four hour drive from the Corrientes airport, in the extensive 3,500,000 
acre Ibera Marshlands.  This is a comfortable experience (considering we’re talking remote and tropical) in these 
fascinating wetlands with the additional attraction of its own unique brand of wildlife.  While this is a strong 
Golden Dorado fishery, fish over 15 pounds are very rare with double digit fish uncommon.  We opted for the 
fishery on the High Parana River (a two hour drive from the airport) because we knew from previous client 
experiences that larger fish were available, even if we had to work hard for them.  We did release 13 double digit 
fish with 4 of them over sixteen pounds.  We saw fish that would have gone twenty pounds and more, but either 
couldn’t get them to eat or couldn’t hold onto them.  
 
LIQUID GOLD 
 
The gill plates of a fish often hold brilliant, if subtle, colors.  With the Golden Dorado, those brilliant colors can 
sometimes resemble liquid gold (below).  At left, Josh Luft-Glidden with a golden worth remembering and Frank 
on the right with something to smile about.  The goldens provide many great aerial antics photo opps. 
 

    
 
SUPER GRAND SLAM 
 
Maybe the single most spectacular day of our week belonged to Jay Strako (below center) who had several 
goldens (including a 16 pounder) along with the three other species that comprise the Parana Super Grand Slam 
– the Paku (below) and, not pictured, a silver and gold Pira Pita. 

 

    
 
The Parana is the second largest river in South America, next to the Amazon.  The fishing takes place, for the 
most part, on the edges and in channels where the current is most noticeable and the structure is obvious (we 
used only floating lines).  For a jungle river, the Parana maintained a high degree of clarity due to it being a 
tailwater.  You could often see the fish coming to attack your streamer. 
 
The Golden Dorado report above is excerpted from a more comprehensive and complete report that can be 
accessed through clicking on this link:  http://www.flyfishingadventures.org/Newsletter/TR_Dorado.pdf  
 

http://www.flyfishingadventures.org/Newsletter/TR_Dorado.pdf


 
FLY ROD ANGLING MILESTONES – PERMIT QUEST 

 
Many anglers have spent years pursuing the catching and releasing of their 
first permit…..and are still pursuing it.  This most elusive and challenging fly 
rod target is the ultimate “hunting experience” with a fly rod.  Many would 
argue that there is not a more exciting sight in the realm of fly fishing than that 
big black tail waving above a salt water flat indicating a permit aggressively 
feeding in the shallows.   
 
For about fifty miles from north to south, the shallow flats inside the barrier 
reef off the central coast of Belize provide the most opportunities to pursue the 
elusive permit .  Permit addicts have been using a Belize motherships for years 
to cover these waters (many of these flats 
can only be practically accessed using a 
mothership as your base of operation).  

Art Hinckley (below) and Dennis Banks (right) are among those passionate 
permit fisherman who have been plying these waters for years using a 
mothership as their floating lodge and, if it’s possible to master this art, they 
have become as proficient as anyone at meeting this challenge.   
 
Usually they are joined by other friends, but their most recent trip, which 
began March 1 using the Rising Tide as their base, was just the two of them.  
They released 7 permit and in doing so accomplished some important 
milestones in their long term quest of the permit.  

 
Everyone remembers how many permit they’ve taken because each victory is 
such an event – and partly because the number is usually not very large and 
therefore easy to remember.  Dennis took his 25th permit on this trip and is now 
up to 27 released – a number that puts him in a very small “club” of fly rodders.  
Art’s “club” is even smaller – in fact, it’s probably safe to state that his “club” 
doesn’t have more than ten members in it worldwide.  Art reached 75 on his 
most recent trip. 
 
Some excerpts from Art’s detailed report of their most current trip: 
“We had a fun trip and caught seven permit which was good considering we 
definitely didn't hit the weather right…………Day 2 – the day began with a very 

strong southeast wind.  After the wind settled down a little, we finally went out and started seeing quite a few 
fish.  Dennis caught one (13 lbs) and, then shortly thereafter, I caught one (7 lbs) and had another one eat my 
crab fly that didn't hook up.  After lunch, I caught another one about 5 lbs…………….. As usual Dean, Noel and 
Velda were all great.”  (Note:  Dean is the captain and guide, Noel is Dean’s mate and guide, and Velda is the 
cook).  Art’s complete report covers the good, bad, and ugly of their weather-challenged trip.  If you’d like a copy, 
hit reply, request one, and we’ll e-mail it.  
 
MEASURING FISH 
 

“That’s a five pound rainbow!  Congratulations!”  So says the angler’s guide 
who is eager to please his client and is excited about his success in taking a 
beautiful rainbow.  No measuring tape was applied to the fish or scale was 
involved.  However, the fish was really only a 3.5 pound rainbow and in the 
excitement of the moment, the guide set a standard for what a five pound 
trout looks like in the mind of his angler.  That standard may stick with the 
angler for a long time, affecting his size estimations of every fish he catches.  
And some day, this fisherman is going to be shocked to find out the trophy 
trout he just caught that he thought was at least six pounds was really only 
four pounds because this guide did have a way to measure the size.  
 
We are big fans of guides who have a reliable way to measure fish, without 
damaging or stressing the fish.  This is especially true when fishing for 
trophy fish……after all, if we are pursuing trophies, part of the reward is 
knowing how big the trophy ACTUALLY is.  There are lots of ways to do this 
and the technique is not important – the result is what counts.  Estimations 



are just that……estimations.  Not always accurate, sometimes not even close.    
 
The photo above shows a Minipi River guide weighing a medium sized Minipi brookie in the net, a method that 
limits stress on the fish (the guides know the weight of the net and deduct that weight from the total to arrive at 
the fish’s size).  In this particular fishery, every brookie over three pounds is weighed, it’s size noted along with 
where it was caught, the angler’s name, and fly used.  Using this approach, not only does the angler know just 
how big his trophy is, the lodge operators can measure the health of their fishery because they have several 
years of records to compare to. 
 
During our many trips to the Minipi River throughout the years, we have caught and weighed more than 100 
brookies that were between 5 and 9 pounds.  Yeah, we have a pretty good idea of what a 6 pound brookie looks 
like.  However, there are still times when we are wrong when guessing the weight before a scale is applied.  
Regardless of the species, best to measure your trophies – it’s the only way to know and keep your expectations 
in line.      
 
MARCH MEMORY PHOTO 

 
Above we referenced the many subtle colors present in a fishes 
gill plates (or head).  Loren Irving has a talent for recognizing 
the unique and special markings and colors that adorn sport 
fish.  He is also very good at capturing those aspects with a 
camera and he certainly did that with his head shot of a native 
West Slope Cutthroat………included also is the distinctive “red 
slash” that identifies a cutthroat trout.     
 
 
PHOTO CREDITS:  Big brown, Tierra del Fuego – Rich Hosley; 
Golden Dorado – Jeff Reinke, Rich Hosley, Josh Luft-Glidden, 
Frank Jackson, Jay Strako; permit – Dennis Banks, Art Hinckley  
  
Either phone or drop us an e-mail if you have questions or would like more information about any of our 
destinations.  
 
An enthusiastic traveling fly fisherman, 
Don Muelrath 
Fly Fishing Adventures 
www.flyfishingadventures.org 
888-347-4896 
flyfish@napanet.net 
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