MARCH TARPON/PERMIT TRIP REPORT

BELIZE TRIP DIARY — RISING TIDE MOTHERSHIP, MARCH 8 15, 2010
Marte and Don Muelrath, Frank Jackson

Keys to report:

. Shifts identified as 1st (6:00am til breakfast @0%r 9:30); 2nd from after breakfast til lunch around2:03:00; 3rd
from 4:30 til dark

» 2 skiffs out with one angler each during 1st anidsBift. During 2nd shift, both anglers in same skifiiler second skiff
used for snorkeling with Noel as snorkeling guide.

Arrival eve — Decided to commit first 3 days with a foctigetting Frank his first med to large tarpon. Capt Déanght our
odds of doing that would be strongest fishing arounahlaiadl, near Belize City. Had seen many large fish in early ngpanid
evening rolling around the river mouth. Anchored at Sugayu® so Marte would be close to Gallows Point for snorelimd
we could reach mainland.

1st day — winds med heavy, part cloudy

1st: river mouth, just below Haulover Bridge and abowveldtts cast to lots of big (to 100+ #) rolling fishno.hookups

2nd: 25 minutes with single 15# permit at back part oflEow came to fly twice...... eat???

Snook in mangroves — no eat. Marte snorkeled on reef, jubt ofoGallows Point snorkeling area. Very good snorkeling
3rd: move RT back nearer mainland since it was apparent we wegetgdish the tarpon in river mouth for a few
days....... eve, lots of large (50 to 100+ pounders) rollisig &gain, fished through dark, same places in river as the
morn...... couldn’t get an eat.

2nd day — winds med, part cloudy

1st — left early, 5:40. In river mouth, feeding frenzy. Darpterally slashing the surface everywhere, all around the Bisat.

of 40, 50, 60, 80, some over 100...one fish could have be@nAt any one moment, we could see three different fish on
surface — could actually pick my target. Frenzy lasted abou@30id. Could have ended when tide went slack, but not sure
that was the reason. Could not get an eat — just not tygi@alize fish. Tried 4 different flies — have Florida fisigrated
down?? What's the deal??? Got 6# catfish — tarpon no eat.

2nd — Frank 3 ladyfish, bone, and jack. Backside of Fowttaid another permit follow. Saw 2 big snook, bone, apdrthit,

all with wrong rod in hand...... had all three rods out and readye were seeing all three species.

3rd — back to rolling tarpon in river mouth...this time frought spinning rod to see if we could get them to eat
something...... lots of big rolling fish...... puzzle continues..couldn’t even get an eat on the Mirro-lure with the spi?®®

3rd day — light-med winds, no clouds

1st - Frank...... casting to a rolling fish very near the boat. e.sdw the roll, he cast, and watched him engulf the fly...e€0 f
away.....and he exploded out of the water, full 5.5 feet Ishgwered the boat on his first jump. First tarpon lessimhby
tarpon for Frank. 80# tarpon released at boat after 45 mirkirsesk also picked up 6# snook on way in for breakfast

2nd — Frank needs bonefish to complete IGFA inshore Gramd-Side is falling and very low . . . fish scarce . . nfibtwo

and got second for Grand Slam in under 10 casts!!!!l @pday for Frank........ Moved the Rising Tide south to Rebm

Point during lunch to fish permit

3rd — evening at Robinson — heavy cloud cover — could eslyr®ving water or tails. 7 sightings, 3 good shotssfianse.

4th day

Morning — heavy fog and west wind. Fog didn’t burntdfafter 9:00. Day turned classic.....light wind and no dgu

1st — 12 sightings, 5 shots, Frank got his 6th perrit.....Frank actually had a Super Grand Slam if we countsecotive 26
hour period.

2nd — 15+ sightings, 9 shots, Don got his 27th — 8#

3rd — 8 sightings, 5 shots, Don got his 28th — 4#

Eve was calm with strong west wind developing late — appeassitanmioving in — moving fish or tails easy to spottal éor
day — 35+ sightings, 19 shots, 3 fish

Front arrives during the night.

5th day — cool in morning (Noel in 3 layers) with med heaind from NW — cloud cover burned off by breakfast andmest.
1st — only 2 sightings, one shot.

2nd — 3 sightings, 3 shots, 1 fish tailed on fly

3rd — 1 sighting, 1 shot, and Frank got his 7th pernii2# est



Overall, low numbers today due to front and strange wiedscing tidal flows.

6th day — heavy cloud cover, slate gray surface on water, Vigid$rom south.

1st — lots of fish on flats.....total for both skiff49 sightings, 14 shots — 0 fish

2nd — winds light, skies partly cloudy...... 5 sightingsHdts

Moved during lunch back to marina to fish evening nearfaityarpon.

3rd — drew 5 snook out of mangroves, got one to boasuAgot nearer the horizon, we moved to river mouth.nguhe next
90 minutes, saw lots of rolling fish (over 50) in riveouth — some tailing.....big fish of 40 — 100+ pourtdiad many
opportunities to cast to nose of roller, but no hook-upghat is the deal??? Frank did get a few 5-6# catfish oarpirt fly.

Did see a very large shrimp (6+ inches long) skippingusfase — wonder if the big tarpon are here (big tarpon havedssen
tailing and presumably eating the big shrimp off the botteeny times in past years near the mainland) in the early piae of
year to feed on these shrimp?? Possible explanation (andexynthly speculation on my part) is that the large shriraprar
this location for some purpose (to spawn??) in the eamthmemf the year and attract the large tarpon...... and the tarpon get
honed in on feeding on them and are very selective....... certaimipgdhe course of this trip, we had flies which are usually
eaten without hesitation by Belize tarpon (dumb, unpressistediri front of fish over and over in the early mornargl late
evening with only one eat ‘til now.

7th day — we had the early flight out and only had til 80®n the river to try one more time for a big tarpon. We exeuall
our shrimp patterns and the largest we had were about 2dsitaiy and nothing in white, the color of these giantrghiWe
settled on trying a large white deceiver type fly — the longedtad was about 4 inches long — and fished it with séloitnp
type strips. 6:00am we set off for the river mouth. Fighe rolling just like “usual.” Frank got a hook up castimgose of big
roller, about 80#.....several spectacular jumps, but theuflggbloose after about 15 minutes. He did land a jack crevaltbe
same tarpon fly. Then, I finally had a tarpon eat, anothelO#Xigh, but pulled loose quickly.

The number of rolling fish began to slow and Dean said# 800 o’clock and time to leave to finish packing and make ou
flight. We reeled up, put our reel covers on, and Dean reaohstdrt the motor......... and noticed a roller about 30 feet from
boat.....I grabbed the rod and flung the fly in that direciod it was engulfed followed by a spectacular series of @ keaps
clear of the water. Hot fish....three times in the next houhaeehim to within a few feet of having the leader at the dnd
he pulled away. At 9:00, as if to say, “if you don’t leawsvnyou will miss your flight,” the fly line separated abéueet from
the fly, just above the connection to the butt section +taihbad probably been rubbing on it for the past hourteatifrayed

it.

Made the plane as boarding was taking place - could still e invier chasing that fish without the early release. We anly s
one other fisherman, for about 10 minutes, during oureewieek.
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